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dealing with sarb-ox andenterprise applications



challenge

goals

executivesummaryThe Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 (Sarbanes-Oxley) has caused 
sweeping changes to corporate governance, putting compliance at the 
very top of strategic and tactical agendas for most U.S. public 
companies. 

Given current investment in enterprise applications, any proposed 
remedy that involves replacing or upgrading these systems is neither 
cost-effective nor operationally feasible in the required timeframes.
Proposed solutions that limit user access due to system deficiencies in 
auditing can have a severe impact on day-to-day operations.

As organizations look at viable paths to compliance, technology will 
play a key role in solving these challenges.  Meeting the needs and 
requirements of Sarbanes-Oxley, as well as any subsequent regulatory 
requirements, will require flexible technology that allows the auditing of 
internal controls, transactions, operating systems, file systems, 
networks and users.

MachenSoft, Inc. now offers the ESBus Auditing Solution to help 
organizations meet the tactical requirements of Section 404 
compliance, with robust, highly-configurable, enterprise auditing of 
virtually every system in the enterprise.
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accountability

disclosure

the challengeof sarb-ox
“... protect investors by improving the accuracy and reliability 
of corporate disclosures made pursuant to the securities laws”
-Public Company Accounting Reform and Investor Protection Act of 2002

(Sarbanes-Oxley)

Considered by many to be the most significant change in federal securities 
laws in the United States since the New Deal, the Sarbanes-Oxley presents a 
wide range of challenges to the corporate executive ranks.  Section 302 of the 
Sarbanes-Oxley act makes CEOs and CFOs personally responsible for the 
accuracy of the reported financial positions, eliminating the “I didn’t know” 
defense. 

As corporations develop and implement short and long-term initiatives to 
compliance, particularly Section 404 (Management Assessment of Internal 
Controls), it is clear that an organization’s Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) 
suite, the very system that generates the end financial statements, is at the 
center of this challenge.

To compound the situation, most ERP systems were written long before the 
required levels of auditing, documenting, testing and automating were 
required to meet the stringent requirements of Section 404.  Many 
corporations are having to face a difficult decision; upgrade their ERP system 
to meet the tactical requirements of Sarbanes-Oxley compliance, or 
minimizing access to their mission-critical systems to the point of hindering 
the business.

Given that neither of these alternatives is viable, both from an operational as 
well as a timeframe standpoint, the only alternative left is to utilize new 
technology to patch the compliance gaps of the ERP vendors’ offerings. This 
new breed of software allows transactions to be monitored and audited from a 
wide variety of protocols and systems and allows for highly-configurable audit 
trails and sign-off reports.com
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today

the solutionof ESBus

MachenSoft ESBus is a revolutionary software suite that is allowing 
corporations to take control of their enterprise transactions and re-purpose 
them for auditing, integration, workflow, security, etc.  ESBus provides real-
time events from virtually every system and every protocol imaginable.

The available module for Enterprise Auditing includes ERP, Windows 
Networks, Database, and Web auditing capabilities out-of-the-box.  The easily 
configured system allows the flexibility to audit by User, Transaction, IP 
Address, Transactional Data, or any combination of these, providing true 
point-in-time and WAS/IS auditing.

solution

www.machensoft.com
For more information on achieving your tactical and strategic Sarbanes-Oxley 
auditing goals, please visit us today at www.machensoft.com.


